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DFW NAMED THIRD-MOST ACTIVE OFFICE
CONSTRUCTION MARKET
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DFW accounts for more
than
half
of
new
construction in the state,
according
to
a
new
industry report.

14 million square feet is
slated to deliver by the end
of the year across the state,
about 7.7 million is in the
DFW area.

Commercial Café, a nationwide
property
listings
platform, ranked the DFW
metro 3rd in the country for
office
construction—just
behind NYC and the Bay
Area—according
to
its
recently released 2018 midyear
office
construction
report.

The Irving submarket, in
particular, boasts 900,000
square feet of office space
scheduled for delivery this
year.

More than half of the office
construction in the state
expected to hit the market
by the end of 2018 is
happening right here in
Dallas-Fort
Worth,
according information from
CRE research and data
platform Yardi Matrix. While

Plano’s submarket is also
red hot, as it is home to two
of the most significant
projects of the Dallas metro
area to come online: the 1
million-square-foot,
3building complex JPMorgan
headquarters and the 1 million-square-foot,
2building
Liberty
Mutual
Tower—both
of
which
opened at Legacy West in
2017.

Dallas’ expansion isn’t quite
finished for the year, either, as
the largest projects expected
by the end of the year include
the 505,000-square-foot Union
Dallas office tower in Uptown
and
the
500,000-squarefoot PwC Tower at Park District, per the report.
Growth in the Dallas office
market is being driven by corporate relocations and expansions, fueled by a central location and lower costs of living,
according to the Commercial
Café release.
Alice Zhang, D Magazine

POPULOUS PICKED FOR TEXAS
LONGHORNS STADIUM RENOVATIONS

October 25
Haunted Happy Hour
November 1
Lien Law Seminar
November 29
Young Professionals
Happy Hour

The
University
of
Texas announced that it
has selected Kansas Citybased architecture firm
Populous to design a $175
million
renovation
and
expansion of its Longhorn
football team's Darrell K.
Royal-Texas
Memorial
Stadium.
The construction project at
the venue's south end
zone will fully enclose the
95-year-old stadium. The
project
will
see
the
addition of new entry

towers,
terraces
with
concession areas, a Longhorn logo-shaped balcony
cut into the seating bowl,
a student seating area
with multiple patios, loge
seating, suites, a new
broadcasting stage, new
coaching and staff offices,
a field-level club and
student-athlete
training
facilities.
"The modern game day
experience
is
about
quality, not quantity," said
Sherri Privitera, Populous

Principal-in-Charge for the
expansion.
"Fans
want
unique experiences in an
authentic place. This is a
game-changing
project."
Populous' previous sportsrelated projects include four
other end zone projects at
the University of Arkansas,
University
of
Oklahoma,
Kansas State University and
the University of Colorado.
UT's south end project is
scheduled to begin next
summer and wrap up in time
for the start of the 2021
college football season.
Kim Slowey, Construction Dive
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ANOTHER BIENNIUM,
ANOTHER LEGISLATIVE SESSION - WITH A TWIST!
We again anticipate a new
Texas Legislative Session
the 86th Regular Session
gavels in on January 8,
2019. What surprises may
be in store?
Every session, thousands of
bills are filed, most having
no chance of passage. In
the best of times, with
everything working like an
oiled
machine,
getting
legislation filed, heard by
appropriate
committees,
maneuvered to passage in
both
chambers
and
ultimately, signed by the
governor is a daunting task all this in 140 days!
To make things interesting,
though, the 2019 legislative
session is already very
unusual and it hasn't even
started yet!
WHO IS THIS "SPEAKER"
OF WHOM YOU SPEAK?
Perhaps the most important
single person in the Texas
legislature is the Speaker of
the House; the Speaker is
responsible
for
making
appointments
to
the
numerous
and
critical
standing committees (the
committees
that
take
testimony
and
make
recommendation
on
legislation),
naming
Committee Chairs and CoChairs, presiding over the
conduct of the House and
generally,
defining
the
direction the House goes
during the session. It is a
position of great power.
The Speaker is elected by
House members, and in
ordinary times, the leadership of the majority party will
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have already agreed on a
presumptive nominee for
Speaker when the session
starts.
These
times.

are

not

ordinary

Incumbent Speaker Joe
Straus is stepping down,
and it appears likely that
there will be a vigorous
battle over who will be next.
The
politics
and
complications of what now
happens are well beyond
the scope of this article, but
it's important to understand
that the session will begin
without a consensus choice
for Speaker, and there may
well be a series of
contested
ballots
(with
horse-trading and dealmaking behind the scenes)
before a Speaker is finally
selected. New and as-yet
unknown
alliances
will
emerge from the process.
So what does this have to
do with you?
The
battle
over
the
Speaker's
seat
will
effectively compress time
available for the business of
the House, because (1) the
pre-session months are
more
consumed
with
speaker-related issues than
working on legislation; (2)
alliances between various
legislators and factions will
not fully develop until the
Speaker situation becomes
clearer and, (3) nothing
happens until a Speaker is
elected and constitutes the
committees and committee
leadership.
With this substantial delay,
getting legislative business
done is going to be a real

challenge. We have some
interesting issues needing
attention, and the Texas
Construction Association (of
which each of you as a
member by virtue of your
membership in SAM) will be
promoting an agenda of
construction-friendly
legislation.
These
may
include the ever-present
Lien Law Modernization (to
simplify and streamline the
most complicated mechanics lien statute in the
country),
Retainage
Protection (requiring greater
protection of retainage for
construction
project
participants),
Right
to
Repair (improving the rights
of contractors to have
reasonable
notice
and
opportunity to repair when
defects in construction or
alleged, before damages
can be assessed) and a
shortened
Statute
of
Repose (reducing the Statute of Repose from ten
years to five years).
There is also a move to
restrain municipalities from
imposing
harsh
and
disruptive employment rules
on employers; an example
of this malady is seen in the
City of Austin's
recently-passed
mandatory
paid sick leave program, a
blatant attempt by city
government
and
antibusiness forces to interfere
in the employer-employee
relationship.
With all this disruption and
uncertainty,
the
core
message is this: when the
opportunity to be heard on
important legislation arises,
it will require immediate and
aggressive action, action on
the
part
of
industry

advocates like the skilled
Texas
Construction
Association lobbyists, and
most
importantly,
aggressive action on the
part of each of you as
constituents, ensuring that
your legislators, their staff,
and the various committees
and interests associated
with legislation are aware of
the problems you face and
the importance of effective
legislative remedies. If you
are called to come to Austin
to testify before committee,
make time to do it! If you
hear
that
particular
legislation
need
your
support,
through
calls,
letters and visits to your
representatives
and
senators, make sure you
respond.
SAM General Counsel
Sewall C. “Spike” Cutler, Jr.,
Cutler-Smith, PC.
P: 214.219.0800
scutler@cutler-smith.com

An effective way to get
involved with the Texas
Legislature and meet the
Legislators is to attend
TCA’s Walk on the
Capitol.
January 29-30, 2019
More information included
with this Newsletter!
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TOPGOLF 2018
On September 6, we held
our Second Annual TopGolf
Event in Dallas.

Intex Electric

We presented Clem Lesch
with the first Norma Mann
Award. Clem was recognized for the way he has
exemplified the values of
our founder, Norma Mann,
in his dedication to the
DFW subcontractor network. Norma committed
herself to give subcontractors a voice in the construction industry, and Lesch
built his career in carrying
on her legacy. He was presented the handshake trophy as Lesch is known for
the value he places in a
good handshake.

City Wide Mechanical

John Lawson with New
Generation Mechanical
and Geore McGraw with
PlainsCapital Bank

2018 NEW MEMBERS
Air817
C & C Concrete Pumping
Convergint Technologies
Frost Bank
Mid South Fire Solutions
New Generation Mechanical
Superior Striping

I would like to thank all of
our members who donated
gift cards and items for our
Silent Auction.
· Apex Services
· Astro Sheet Metal
· BB&T Bank
· C&C Concrete Pumping
· City Wide Mechanical
· Cutler-Smith
· Facility
Construction
Services
· Groves
Electrical
Service
· Independent Insurance
Group
· Master Construction
· MNH Insurance
· Naylor Commercial
· Neuco & Associates
· New
Generation
Mechanical
· PCL Contract Bonding
· Sunstate Equipment
· Texas Bomanite
· Trade Management
We are always looking for
new event ideas! If you
would like to help us plan
our events in 2019, contact
Carrie
Edomm
at
execdir@sam-dfw.org
or
972.438.1110.

Ask your fellow
subcontractors to contact
Carrie Edomm to learn
more about a SAM
Membership Today!

Groves Electrical Service
Team

C&C Concrete Pumping
Team

Naylor Commercial Interiors
Team

Neuco & Associates Team

972.438.1110
execdir@sam-dfw.org
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Subcontractors Association of the Metroplex
SAM
205 Sharon Street
Irving, TX 75061

Phone: (972) 438-1110
E-mail: execdir@sam-dfw.org

The Subcontractors Association of the Metroplex was founded with the purpose of creating an affordable forum for Subcontractors to exchange information and learn from
each other how to be better business men or women.
Sam is a member of the National Subcontractors Alliance, the largest Subcontractors
association in the USA, and also a member of the Association of Specialty Contractors
where we have a voice in National Legislation. SAM is also a member of the Texas
Construction Association, the unifying voice of the trades in the Texas Legislature and
as such all SAM members have access to all the benefits of the TCA.
Sam is also allied with the National Federation of Independent Business who has a
voice in the Texas Legislature on small business issues.

Your Source for Subcontractor’s
information.

SUBCONTRACTORS– THE ONES WHO
REALLY BUILD THE BUILDING

Visit us at:
http://www.sam-dfw.org

Our Association Leadership
President

Board of Directors

Committee Chairs

Gary Ardis

Don Weempe
Master Construction and Engineering
dweempe@masterconstruction.com

BPI: James Mayhew
Fundraising: Don Weempe
Membership: MaryEllen Evans
Programs: Selena Zarate
TCA Representative: Paul Holden
Website: Gary Ardis

Anderson Asphalt and Concrete Paving

gardis@andersonpaving.com

Past President
Paul Holden
Facility Construction Services
paulh@fcsdallas.com

Vice President
Selena Zarate
Groves Electric
selena@groveselectric.com

Secretary
MaryEllen Evans
Trade Management
mevans@trade-mgmt.com

Treasurer
Carrie Edomm
Astro Sheet Metal Co., Inc.
cedomm@astrosheetmetal.com

Doug Cook
City Wide Mechanical
doug@citywidemech.com

Legal Counsel
George McGraw
Plains Capital Bank
george.mcgraw@plainscapital.com
James Mayhew
Apex Services
jmayhew@apexservicesinc.net

Spike Cutler
Cutler-Smith, PC
scutler@cutler-smith.com

If you’re not a member of SAM,
you should be.
Contact us for a membership
application.
P: (972) 438-1110
E: execdir@sam-dfw.org

